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Leaf Arbuthnot 
Looking for Eliza 
‘Clever, warm and funny’ Adam Kay

A widow puts up adverts to ‘Rent a Granny’ in an attempt to reconnect 
with people...it’s not until she finds Eliza, a student recently free of 
an abusive relationship, that she truly starts to feel less alone. Ada is 
a widowed writer, navigating loneliness in Oxford after the death of 
her husband. She has no children. No grandchildren. She fears she is 
becoming peripheral, another invisible woman. Eliza is a student at the 
university. She finds it difficult to form meaningful relationships after the 
estrangement of her mother and breakup with her girlfriend. Can they 
find what they are looking for in each other, and cast off their isolation 
for good?

CD
9

MP3
1

Read by Julia Franklin

9 hours 45 minutes

GENERAL FICTION

M.C. Beaton
His Lordship’s Pleasure
Annabelle Carruthers can only dream of being kissed by a man as dashing 
as Lord Darkwood. She remains locked in misery – married to a drunk 
who gambles their lives into ruin. His sudden death only makes matters 
worse. Burdened with her dead husband’s debts, Annabelle fears that 
she is on her way to the poorhouse. The only solution Annabelle can 
see to avoid this is to offer herself up as mistress to the mysterious Lord 
Darkwood! Darkwood, however, is too much of a gentleman to take 
advantage of Annabelle. Still, he is intrigued by the persistent rumours 
of her husband’s espionage – a curiosity that will soon place them both 
in grave danger.
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Read by Karen Cass

5 hours

HISTORICAL ROMANCE
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 Audio    . . . every words counts
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C.J. Carver
Cold Echo
Harry, Lucas and Guy were best friends when they were kids. But then 
they made a terrible mistake and their friendship shattered, forcing 
them to cut all ties. Years later, a man’s head is discovered in the 
woods, skinned and with the tongue cut out. The police call on Harry, a 
psychologist, to help with the case, and when it turns out the victim is his 
childhood friend Guy, old skeletons begin to surface. Then one of Harry’s 
clients goes missing. Forced into a desperate hunt to save the boy, Harry 
finds himself closing in on a shocking secret, a secret someone will do 
anything to keep safe...
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Read by Mark Meadows

7 hours 55 minutes

MYSTERY

Rachel Clarke
Dear Life
A Doctor’s Story of Love and Loss

‘A truly wonderful book. Read it’ Henry Marsh,  
author of Do No Harm

Every day Dr Rachel Clarke tries to bring care and comfort to those 
reaching the end of their lives. Rachel’s training was put to the test when 
her beloved father was diagnosed with terminal cancer. Dear Life is a 
book about the vital importance of human connection. In a hospice there 
is more of what matters in life – more love, more strength, more kindness, 
more tenderness, more compassion – than you could ever imagine. For if 
there is a difference between people who know they are dying and the 
rest of us, it is simply this: that the terminally ill know their time is running 
out, while we live as though we 
have all the time in the world.
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Read by the Author

11 hours 15 minutes

MEMOIR
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Isla Dewar
A Day Like Any Other
Anna and her best friend George meet every week to reminisce about 
their moments of glory over a glass or three of wine. When Anna is asked 
to look after the boy across the road for a few hours each week, she isn’t 
sure. But she takes the job on and a child’s view of her world shows her 
a different place. George remembers a flat she stayed in when she ran 
away from home and she’d love to see it again. Anna sets out to see if 
it still exists and discovers a cookbook full of recipes, intimates notes 
and drawings from George’s life. Does all this mark an ending or the 
beginning of something new?
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Read by Carolyn Bonnyman

7 hours 30 minutes

GENERAL FICTION

Robert Fabbri
Magnus and the 
Crossroads Brotherhood
Tales from the bestselling Vespasian series

Marcus Salvius Magnus, leader of the South Quirinal Crossroads 
Brotherhood, has long dominated his part of Rome’s criminal underworld. 
From rival gangs and unpaid debts to rigged chariot races and blood 
feuds – if you have a problem, Magnus is the man to solve it. But while 
Magnus inhabits the underbelly of the city, his patron, Gaius Vespasius 
Pollo, moves in a different circle. As a senator, he needs men like Magnus 
to do his dirty work...

Read by Peter Kenny

12 hours 10 minutes

HISTORICAL FICTION

Jenny Colgan
Five Hundred Miles From You 
Lissa loves her job as a nurse, but recently she’s been doing a better job 
of looking after other people than looking after herself. After a traumatic 
incident at work leaves her feeling overwhelmed, she agrees to swap lives 
with someone in a quiet village in Scotland. Cormac is restless. Just out 
of the army, he’s desperately in need of distraction. Maybe three months 
in London is just what he needs. As Lissa and Cormac warm to their new 
lives, emailing back and forth, finally things seem to be falling into place. 
But each of them feel there’s still a piece missing. What – or who – could 
it be? And what if it’s currently five hundred miles away?
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Read by Eilidh Beaton

9 hours 40 minutes

ROMANCE
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Morgan Cry
Thirty-One Bones
When Effie Coulstoun drops dead on the floor of her bar in a small 
Spanish town mid-business meeting, her daughter Daniella feels it’s her 
duty to return for the funeral. But Daniella has been estranged from her 
mother for over twenty years. Daniella is soon confronted by a hostile 
group of ex-pat misfits who, along with Effie, are involved in a multi-
million-pound property scam. The ex-pats are threatening to implicate 
Daniella to save themselves. A Spanish detective is investigating Effie’s 
death. He’s convinced Daniella knows more than she is telling. And now a 
terrifying enforcer has heard about the missing cash. With threats coming 
from all sides, Daniella is up against a seemingly impossible deadline to 
find the cash. 

Reader to be confirmed

9 hours 40 minutes

CRIME
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Maggie O’Farrell
Hamnet 
Shortlisted for the Women’s Prize for Fiction 2020

On a summer’s day in 1596, a young girl in Stratford-upon-Avon takes to 
her bed with a fever. Her twin brother, Hamnet, searches everywhere for 
help. Why is nobody at home? Their mother, Agnes, is over a mile away, 
in the garden where she grows medicinal herbs. Their father is working 
in London. Neither parent knows that one of the children will not survive 
the week. Hamnet is a novel inspired by the son of a famous playwright. 
It is a story of the bond between twins, and of a marriage pushed to the 
brink by grief. Above all, it is a tender and unforgettable reimagining of a 
boy whose life has been all but forgotten.

CD
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1 D/L

Read by Daisy Donovan

10 hours 35 minutes

LITERARY

J.D. Robb
Vendetta in Death 
When a family man is tortured, killed and left in front of his family 
home for all the world to see, Eve Dallas knows she is on the hunt for 
a particularly dangerous killer. But death uncovers secrets and the killer 
leaves a note revealing the victim to be far from the family man he 
appears. As Eve scrambles to find out what she can to link victim and 
killer, another body is found. Another man with a dark and murky past. 
The race is on before the killer strikes again but Eve must wrestle with 
her demons and her conscience as she decides whether she really wants 
to protect men who probably deserve everything they get...
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Read by Susan Ericksen

12 hours 40 minutes

CRIME
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Craig Robertson
Watch Him Die
Only one person can save you. And he wants you dead.

The LAPD find a man dead at home. Nothing suggests foul play but 
elements of the victim’s house show that something is deeply wrong. 
Meanwhile, in Glasgow, DI Rachel Narey is searching for a missing 
young woman – and the man she suspects of killing her. When a feed 
broadcasting the slow and painful death of a final victim is discovered, 
these two cases become linked. There’s no way to identify him. No way to 
find him. No way to save him. Not without the cooperation of a killer. And 
the only way he will cooperate is if he can watch him die.

CD
9

MP3
1 D/L

Read by Cathleen McCarron

9 hours 40 minutes

THRILLER

Kevin Sullivan
The Figure in the Photograph
1898. When Juan’s father is killed while working as a photographer in 
Cuba, the young man is left with nothing but his last photos amid the 
chaos as the war between Spain and America escalates. But the images 
reveal a sinister truth to his father’s last moments, and Juan soon realises 
his death was no accident. The young man travels alone to Scotland 
to grieve with his surviving family and soon immerses himself in the 
study of photography and pioneers a self-timer. When this technology 
inadvertently solves a crime, it is not long before the device draws the 
attention of local law enforcement, and he is invited to Glasgow to assist 
police hunt down a serial killer.
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Read by David Thorpe

9 hours

MYSTERY
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Sarah Vaughan
Anatomy of a Scandal
Sunday Times bestseller

A high-profile marriage thrust into the spotlight. A wife, determined to 
keep her family safe, must face a prosecutor who believes justice has been 
a long time coming. A scandal that will rock Westminster. And the women 
caught at the heart of it. Anatomy of a Scandal centres on a high-profile 
marriage that begins to unravel when the husband is accused of a terrible 
crime. Sophie is sure her husband, James, is innocent and desperately 
hopes to protect her precious family from the lies which might ruin them. 
Kate is the barrister who will prosecute the case – she is equally certain 
that James is guilty and determined he will pay for his crimes.

CD
10

MP3
1 D/L

Read by Julie Teal, 
Luke Thompson, Esther Wane 
& Sarah Feathers

10 hours 55 minutes

SUSPENSE

Martin Walker
A Shooting at Chateau Rock
The heirs of a Périgordian sheep farmer learn that they have been 
disinherited, and their father’s estate sold to an insurance company in 
return for a policy that will place him in a five-star retirement home for 
the rest of his life. But the farmer dies before moving in. Was it a natural 
death? Bruno begins the investigation that leads him to several insurance 
companies. The companies are based in Cyprus, Malta, and Luxembourg, 
but Bruno finds a weak spot in France: the Russian’s France-based 
notaire and insurance agent. As Bruno is pursuing this lead, the oligarch’s 
daughter turns up in the Périgord, and complications ensue, eventually 
bringing the action to the château of an aging rock star.

CD
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Read by Peter Noble

9 hours 40 minutes

MYSTERY

Trisha Ashley
The Garden of Forgotten Wishes
Mourning lost years spent in a marriage that has finally come to an end, 
and Marnie needs a fresh start and time to heal. Things she hopes to 
find in the rural west Lancashire. Marnie takes a job as a gardener, which 
comes with a little cottage to make her own. The garden is beautiful and 
only a little rough around the edges. Which is more than can be said 
for her next-door-neighbour, Ned Mars. Marnie remembers Ned from 
her school days but he’s far from the untroubled man she once knew. 
A recent relationship has left him with a heart as bruised as her own. 
Can a summer spent gardening help them heal and recapture the 
forgotten dreams?

CD
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1 D/L

Read by Melissa Vaughan

12 hours 55 minutes

GENERAL FICTION

Mark Billingham
Cry Baby 
‘Cry Baby is the perfect prequel to send us back to revel in 
Tom Thorne’s twenty years’ Val McDermid

It’s 1996. Detective Sergeant Tom Thorne is a haunted man. Haunted by 
the moment he ignored his instinct about a suspect, by the horrific crime 
that followed and by the memories that come day and night, in sunshine 
and shadow. So when seven-year-old Kieron Coyne goes missing while 
playing in the woods with his best friend, Thorne vows he will not 
make the same mistake again. Cannot. The solitary witness. The strange 
neighbour. The friendly teacher. All are in Thorne’s sights. This case will be 
the making of him...or the breaking.

Read by the Author

11 hours 45 minutes

MYSTERY
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Clive Cussler and Graham Brown
Journey of the Pharaohs 
In 1074BC, vast treasures disappear from the tombs of Egyptian Pharaohs. 
In 1927, a daredevil American aviator vanishes on an attempted 
transcontinental flight. And in the present day, a fishing trawler sinks off 
the coast of Scotland. How are these three mysterious events connected? 
As they search for answers, the NUMA squad join the agents of the 
British MI5 to take on an international conspiracy. Their common enemy 
is the Bloodstone Group, a conglomerate of arms dealers and thieves 
attempting to steal ancient relics on both sides of the Atlantic. Kurt and 
his team find themselves wrapped up in a treacherous treasure hunt as 
they race to find the lost Egyptian riches...

Read by Jeff Harding

9 hours 55 minutes

ADVENTURE SUSPENSE

G.R. Halliday
Dark Waters
Annabelle has come to the Scottish Highlands to escape. But as she 
speeds along a deserted mountain road, she is suddenly forced to 
swerve. The next thing she remembers is waking up in a dark room. A 
voice from the corner of the room says ‘The Doctor will be here soon’. 
Scott is camping alone in the Scottish woodlands when he hears a 
scream. He starts to run in fear of his life. Scott is never seen again. 
Meanwhile DI Monica Kennedy has been called to her first Serious 
Crimes case in six months – a dismembered body has been discovered. 
Days later, when another victim surfaces, Monica knows she is on the 
hunt for a ruthless killer.
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Read by Sarah Barron

11 hours 30 minutes

MYSTERY
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Sarah Hawkswood
Vale of Tears
April 1144. A body is found floating in Fladbury mill leat, a man in green 
who has been stabbed but not robbed. The lord sheriff’s trio discover 
him to be an Evesham horse dealer, who has a beautiful young wife 
who ‘strays’. Did the wife or one of her lovers get rid of him? What 
is the connection with the lord of Harvington, who wed the man’s 
sister, and how did that lady meet her death? The trio have to work 
seamlessly together to unravel the thread that links seemingly disparate 
deaths before even more people die, and in the process keep Walkelin 
from the noose.
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Read by Matt Addis

7 hours 55 minutes

HISTORICAL MYSTERY

Elizabeth Kay
Seven Lies
They tell each other everything...except the truth

It all started with one little lie...Jane and Marnie have been inseparable 
since they were eleven years old. They have a lot in common. In their 
early twenties they both fell in love and married handsome young men. 
But Jane never liked Marnie’s husband. He was always so loud and 
obnoxious, so much larger than life. Which is rather ironic now, of course. 
Because if Jane had been honest – if she hadn’t lied – then perhaps her 
best friend’s husband might still be alive...This is Jane’s opportunity to tell 
the truth, the question is: Do you believe her?
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Read by Ellie Heydon

9 hours 5 minutes

SUSPENSE
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Carole Matthews
Sunny Days and Sea Breezes
On a ferry bound for the Isle of Wight, Jodie Jackson is leaving her old 
London life behind, looking for some peace and quiet on her brother Bill’s 
houseboat. But from the moment Jodie steps aboard her new home, it’s 
clear she won’t be left alone. If it isn’t Marilyn, who does for Bill and 
is under strict instructions to look after Jodie, then it’s Ned, the noisy 
sculptor next door. Ned’s wood carving is hard on the ears, but it’s made 
up for by the fact that he’s rather easy on the eyes. Jodie soon delights in 
her newfound freedom. But out of mind isn’t out of sight, and when her 
old life comes knocking Jodie is forced to face reality.
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Read by Laura Kirman

10 hours 30 minutes

GENERAL FICTION

Laura Kemp
Under a Starry Sky
Wanda lives in the middle of nowhere. On a farm on the edge of a hill, in 
a little village that’s seen better days. She’s always dreamed of escaping, 
of travelling the world, but life has got in the way. When her mother ends 
up in hospital and her sister is preoccupied and pregnant with twins, 
Wanda has to take responsibility for the farm, and the campsite on its 
green fields. Together with the community Wanda sets about sprucing up 
the campsite, replacing tired old tents with yurts, replanting the allotment 
and providing lovely homemade goodies for the campers. But can she 
turn the place around and entice the world to camp under a starry sky...

CD
10

MP3
1

Read by Claire Morgan

10 hours 40 minutes

GENERAL FICTION

Karen Rose
Into the Dark
When Michael Rowland saves his younger brother Joshua from the 
clutches of his stepfather, he runs for his life with his brother in his arms. 
From his hiding place he sees his stepfather taken away in the trunk 
of a stranger’s car. Doctor Dani Novak has been keeping soccer coach 
Diesel Kennedy at arm’s length to protect him from her secrets. They 
are brought together by the two young brothers who desperately need 
their help. As the only witness to the man who murdered his stepfather, 
Michael is in danger. As Diesel and Dani do all that they can to protect 
him, their own investigation into the murder uncovers the trail of a killer 
who is out for vengeance.
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Read by Susie James

18 hours 45 minutes

THRILLER

Stephen Leather
Breakout
A friend in need is a friend indeed. And no one is a better friend 
than hitman-for-hire Lex Harper. When a mate from his past ends up 
in a Bolivian prison, Harper doesn’t think twice about going to his 
aid. Beatings, rapes and murders are an everyday occurrence in the 
prison. But the only way to break his friend out is for Harper to put his 
own life on the line, in a place where death comes quickly and only the 
strong survive. Getting into the prison is easy enough – but can Harper 
get out? And how many people will he have to kill to make it back?
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Read by Paul Thornley

8 hours 35 minutes
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Douglas Skelton
The Blood is Still
‘If you don’t know Skelton, now’s the time’ Ian Rankin

When the body of a man in eighteenth-century Highland dress is 
discovered on the site of the Battle of Culloden, journalist Rebecca 
Connolly takes up the story for the Chronicle. Meanwhile, a film being 
made about the ‘45 Rebellion has enraged the right-wing group Spirit 
of the Gael which is connected to a shadowy group called Black Dawn 
linked to death threats and fake anthrax deliveries to Downing Street and 
Holyrood. When a second body – this time in the Redcoat uniform of the 
government army – is found in Inverness, Rebecca finds herself drawn 
ever deeper into the mystery. Are the murders connected to politics, a 
local gang war or something else entirely?
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Read by Sarah Barron

10 hours 40 minutes

MYSTERY

Cath Staincliffe
Quiet Acts of Violence
Manchester today. A dead baby. A missing mother. A cradle of secrets. 
Has the woman killed her child? Is she a risk to herself? Someone in the 
neighbourhood of old terraced streets has the answers. But detectives 
Donna Bell and Jade Bradshaw find lies and obstruction at every turn, 
in a community living on the edge, ground down by austerity and no 
hope. When a stranger crashes into Jade’s life, her past comes hurtling 
back, threatening to destroy her and the world she has carved out 
for herself. Donna struggles to juggle everything: work, marriage, 
kids. It’s a precarious balancing act, and the rug is about to be pulled 
from under her.

Read by Julia Franklin

8 hours 35 minutes
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Daisy Waugh
In the Crypt with a Candlestick 
‘Deliciously entertaining’ Andrew Wilson

Sir Ecgbert Tode of Tode Hall has survived to a grand old age – much to 
the despair of his younger wife, Emma. But at 93 he has, at last, shuffled 
off the mortal coil. Emma, thoroughly fed up with being a dutiful Lady of 
the Manor, wants to leave the country to spend her remaining years in 
Capri. Unfortunately, her three tiresome children are either unwilling or 
unable to take on management of their large home, so the mantle passes 
to a distant relative. Not long after the new owner takes over, Lady Tode 
is found dead in the mausoleum. Accident? Or is there more going on 
behind the scenes of Tode Hall than an outsider would ever guess...?
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Read by Penelope Rawlins

7 hours 45 minutes

MYSTERY

Ovidia Yu
The Mimosa Tree Mystery
Mirza is a known collaborator and blackmailer. When he is murdered in 
his garden, clutching a branch of mimosa, there are many suspects. Su 
Lin’s Uncle Chen is among those rounded up by the Japanese as reprisal. 
Hideki Tagawa, a former spy expelled by police officer Le Froy, offers Su 
Lin her uncle’s life in exchange for using her fluency in languages and 
knowledge of locals to find the real killer. But friends, enemies and even 
the victim are not what they seem. Su Lin must find out who killed Mirza 
and why, before Le Froy and other former colleagues detained or working 
with the resistance suffer the consequences of Mirza’s last secret.
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Read by Crystal Yu

8 hours 5 minutes
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Gary Donnelly
Killing in Your Name
A boy’s body is found in bogland along the Irish border: a case as cold 
as the earth that has hidden it for so long. DI Owen Sheen has sworn to 
get justice for the unnamed boy and digs up links to a covert British Army 
unit that was tasked with creating Satanic panic in the 1970s. But when 
a vicious murderer begins to stalk Belfast’s streets, it’s clear that someone 
refuses to let the past remain buried. Alongside DC Aoife McCusker, 
who must fight to restore her professional reputation, Sheen is racing to 
make the connections and stop a killer against the backdrop of Northern 
Ireland’s darkest history and uncertain future.
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Read by Stephen Armstrong

10 hours 25 minutes

MYSTERY

M.C. Beaton
Her Grace’s Passion
Matilda, Duchess of Hadshire, was a virtual prisoner of a cruel husband 
who romanced his mistress right under the duchess’s nose. Her only joy 
was dreaming of the handsome Earl of Torridon – for he, like her, was 
trapped in a horrid marriage and longed to find true love and happiness. 
Though she secretly wished for the death of her unkind husband, Matilda 
never imagined the guilt that would plague her when the illustrious duke 
was befittingly murdered by his own regular lady! When Matilda turned 
to Torridon for comfort, she discovered a few surprises in store for both 
of them.
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Read by Karen Cass
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HISTORICAL ROMANCE

C.J. Carver
Deep Black Lies
The last thing psychotherapist Harry Hope expects on his walk home one 
evening is to be knifed. At first, he thinks it’s a random event. But as the 
police investigate further, seemingly unrelated attacks, Harry is shocked 
to discover that every victim is linked to him. And that his name is on a 
death list. Why? Teaming up with his old friends DI Theo McCannon and 
DS Libby Harding, Harry is forced to delve into the dark and twisted world 
of a cold and calculating killer. And as Harry fights his way closer to the 
truth, he realises time isn’t just running out for him, but for everyone 
around him...
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Read by Mark Meadows

7 hours 5 minutes
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Mario Giordano
Auntie Poldi and the 
Handsome Antonio
Auntie Poldi’s idyll is rudely disrupted by John Owenya, detective inspector 
with the Tanzanian Ministry of Home Affairs, who is also her estranged 
lying cheat of a husband. Not only is John’s sudden reappearance putting 
a kink in Poldi’s dreamy love affair with Montana, but his presence also 
comes with a plea for help. Where is John’s half-brother? With only a 
postcard that has a phone number and a name, ‘Handsome Antonio’, on 
the back, Auntie Poldi hops begrudgingly back into the saddle. The faster 
she finds Handsome Antonio, the sooner she can get John Owenya out of 
her life. But the people Poldi discovers along the way may very well knock 
her immaculate wig askew.
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Read by David Thorpe
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Doug Johnstone
The Big Chill
Haunted by their past, the Skelf women are hoping for a quieter life. But 
running both a funeral directors’ and a private investigation business 
means trouble is never far away, and when a car crashes into the open 
grave at a funeral that matriarch Dorothy is conducting, she can’t help 
looking into the dead driver’s shadowy life. While Dorothy uncovers a 
dark truth at the heart of Edinburgh society, her daughter Jenny and 
granddaughter Hannah have their own struggles. Jenny’s ex-husband 
Craig is making plans that could shatter the Skelf women’s lives, and the 
increasingly obsessive Hannah has formed a friendship with an elderly 
professor that is fast turning deadly.

Read by Sarah Barron

8 hours 55 minutes

MYSTERY

Jonathan & Jesse Kellerman
Lost Souls
Deputy Coroner Clay Edison is juggling a new baby who won’t sleep with 
working the graveyard shift. For once he’s trying to keep things simple. 
When infant remains are found by developers demolishing a local park, a 
devastating cold case is brought back to light. Clay has barely begun to 
investigate when he receives a call from a man who thinks the remains 
could belong to his sister – who went missing 50 years ago. Now Clay is 
locked in a relentless search that will unearth a web of violence, secrets 
and betrayal. Because in this town, the past isn’t dead. It’s very much 
alive. And it can kill.
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Stephen Leather
Slow Burn
There are thousands of jihadi brides in refugee camps in the Middle East. 
Spider Shepherd is about to be sent on an extraordinary mission. There 
he will have to decide which of the women he meets are a threat, and 
which of them have useful information. But there is one bride he must 
take back to the UK whatever her circumstances. She is the wife of a 
notorious ISIS bombmaker, Salam Jaraf. The bombmaker will only tell 
MI5 what he knows if his wife and son are brought to him. But it soon 
becomes obvious that hostile forces are following Spider and Mrs Jaraf 
across Turkey.

Read by Paul Thornley

15 hours 25 minutes

THRILLER

Denise Mina
The Less Dead
When Margo goes in search of her birth mother for the first time, she 
meets her aunt, Nikki, instead. Margo learns that her mother, Susan, was 
a sex worker murdered soon after Margo’s adoption. To this day, Susan’s 
killer has never been found. Nikki asks Margo for help. She has received 
threatening and haunting letters from the murderer, for decades. She is 
determined to find him, but she can’t do it alone...
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Reader to be confirmed
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Louise Penny
All the Devils are Here
‘She makes most of her competitors seem like wannabes’

The Times

On their first night in Paris, the Gamaches gather for a family dinner 
with Armand’s godfather, the billionaire Stephen Horowitz. But the 
evening ends in horror when Stephen is critically injured in what Armand 
is convinced is no accident. When a strange key is found in Stephen’s 
possession it sends Armand on a desperate search for the truth that 
will take him from the top of the Tour Eiffel, to the bowels of the Paris 
Archives. Armand finds himself ensnared in a web of lies and deceit that 
threatens to destroy everything – and everyone – he holds dear. For even 
the City of Light casts long shadows. And in that darkness devils hide...
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Read by Adam Sims

13 hours

MYSTERY

Alex North
The Shadow Friend
From the author of The Whisper Man

Twenty-five years ago, Paul’s friend Charlie Crabtree brutally killed their 
classmate – and then vanished without a trace. Paul’s never forgiven 
himself for his part in what happened. He’s never gone back home. Until 
his elderly mother has a fall. It’s finally time to stop running. It’s not long 
before things start to go wrong. His mother claims there’s someone in 
the house. Paul realises someone is following him. And, in a town many 
miles away, a copycat killer has struck. Which makes him wonder – what 
really happened to Charlie the day of the murder? And can anyone stop 
it happening again?
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Read by John Heffernan 
& Hannah Arterton

9 hours 25 minutes

MYSTERY

J.D. Robb
Golden in Death 
When Kent Abner – baby doctor, model husband and father, good 
neighbour – is found dead in his town house in the West Village, 
Detective Eve Dallas and her team have a real mystery on their hands. 
Who would want to kill such a good man? They know how, where 
and when he was killed but why did someone want him dead? Then a 
second victim is discovered and as Spring arrives in New York City, 
Eve finds herself in a race against time to track down a serial killer with 
a motive she can’t fathom and a weapon of choice which could wipe out 
half of Manhattan.
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Read by Susan Ericksen

13 hours 50 minutes

CRIME

K.J. Parker
How to Rule an Empire and 
Get Away With It
The City may be under siege, but everyone still has to make a living. 
Take Notker, the acclaimed playwright, actor and impresario. Thankfully, 
the good citizens of Classis appreciate an evening at the theatre even 
when there are large rocks falling out of the sky. But Notker is a man of 
many talents, and all the world is, apparently, a stage. It seems that the 
Empire needs him for a role that will call for the performance of a lifetime. 
At least it will guarantee fame, fortune and immortality. If it doesn’t kill 
him first.
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Read by Ray Sawyer

12 hours 15 minutes
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Alex Walters
Small Mercies
DI Annie Delamere and her colleague DS Zoe Everett are off duty and 
enjoying a walk on the Peak District’s vast moorlands when they stumble 
across a mutilated corpse. While Annie is put in charge of the case her 
long-term partner, MP Sheena Pearson, is confronted by a group of far 
right extremists. Sheena chooses to stand her ground – and almost pays 
for it with her life. As more bodies are found, Annie is under pressure to 
prove her worth. But with one eye on her personal affairs can she catch 
a murderer and still keep her loved ones safe? And are the killings the 
work of a deranged mind – or a cover for something even more chilling?
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Reader to be confirmed
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MYSTERY

Julie Welch
The Fleet Street Girls
The Fleet Street Girls is the inspiring story of the female journalists who 
broke down barriers in the 1970s and 1980s. When Julie Welch called in 
her first ever football report at the Observer, an entire room of men fell 
silent. Heart in her mouth, Julie waited for the voice on the other end 
of the line to declare it passable. She’d done it. She was the first ever 
female football reporter. Julie looks back at the steps that led to that 
moment. She also shines a light on the other trail-blazing women who 
were climbing the ladder against all odds, from Lynn Barber to Wendy 
Holden, and many more.
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Introducing Douglas Skelton… 
Douglas Skelton has published 12 non-fiction books and eight crime thrillers. He has been a bank clerk, 
tax officer, shelf stacker, meat porter, taxi driver (for two days), wine waiter (for two hours), reporter, 
investigator and editor. His latest novel The Blood is Still is the second in the Rebecca Connolly series. 

What are the key ingredients for a good crime thriller? 
I look for the four Ps – plot, place, pace and people. The plot has to be engaging in order to keep the pace 
going and the people have to be interesting in order to make the plot sing. And the sense of place has to 
be strong to make the whole thing believable. 

Tell us about the new series. 
The Rebecca Connolly series was just an idea that evolved from challenges I set myself…I never like to repeat 
myself too much…With Rebecca I wanted to slow the pace down a little and try my hand at something 
more lyrical where no one kicks in a door with a gun in their hand.

What inspired the story behind The Blood is Still?
I’m very interested in Scottish history and wanted to do something relating to Culloden. The notion of a  body in full highland dress being found there 
in modern times popped into my head while I was washing dishes one night – writers are strange creatures – and I realised I had a springing off point 
for a new story. I don’t plan my books so everything else fell into place slowly.

Introduce us to Rebecca Connolly. 
Although she’s only in her 20s, she has an old head on her shoulders and she carries darkness around with her like an old friend. Despite that, she is 
upbeat, dedicated, far from perfect, single-minded to the point of being dogmatic and she’s not always right…She is frustrated by the fact that the 
newspaper industry has changed, certainly at her level, and clickbait is more important than digging for a story. She yearns for a time in the industry 
that perhaps never really existed but she strives for it anyway.

“I think the growth of audio is tremendous in that it gives people who lead busy lives the 
opportunity tap into great stories while on the move. Or, in these lockdown days, to slip on a pair 

of headphones, sit back and let a wonderful narrator take you to another place.”
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Read by Colleen Prendergast
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FAMILY SAGA

Libby Ashworth
The Cotton Spinner
Lancashire, 1826. When Jennet and Titus Eastwood are forced to move 
from their idyllic cottage into the centre of Blackburn to find work in 
the cotton mills, their lives are changed in ways they could never have 
imagined...Then Titus is arrested and sent to prison for attending a 
Reform meeting. Jennet is left to fend for 
herself and things go from bad to worse 
as she finds herself pregnant and alone – 
with another man’s child...

Karen Dickson
The Shop Girl’s Soldier
Southampton, 1905. Ellie-May and Jack have been inseparable since 
birth. But when Jack and his mother fall on hard times they are thrown 
into the workhouse. Four years later, now aged 16, Jack is reunited 
with Ellie-May. Quickly they both realise that their feelings for each 
other go beyond friendship. But when war 
approaches, Jack enlists to fight, they are 
once again torn apart. Will Ellie-May and 
Jack find their way back to each other 
before it’s too late?

Elizabeth Gill
The Runaway Children
When little Ella’s grandmother dies, she is turned out of her home and 
forced into a life of cruel labour. Even her own mother won’t help, too 
busy with her new husband. Seeking refuge at the Foundling School for 
Girls, Ella meets Julia, who has been torn apart from her twin, Ned. In 
a world of hardship and betrayal, three 
children begin a search for belonging. Is 
it too late, or can they find the new start 
they need?

AnneMarie Brear
Isabelle’s Choice
Halifax, 1876. On the death of her mother and sister, Isabelle 
Gibson is left to fend for herself and her brother in a privately-run 
workhouse. After the matron’s son attacks her, Isabelle decides to escape 
by agreeing to marry a farmer she has never met. But Farrell is a drunkard 
and in constant feud with his landlord, 
Ethan Harrington. When he deserts her, 
Isabelle and Ethan are thrown together. 
But both are married and must hide their 
growing love. 

Kate Eastham
Coming Home to Liverpool
Liverpool, 1872. After spending time training at the Infirmary for Women 
in New York, Maud Linklater can’t wait to put her skills to the test. Whilst 
her nurse friends welcome her back with open arms there are others who 
do not wish her well, including Nancy Sellers. Nancy resented Maud’s 
talents as a nurse and she will stop at 
nothing to sabotage Maud’s life. As Maud 
Linklater resettles back into life in her 
hometown, can she overcome any obstacle 
thrown her way?

Rosemary Goodacre
Until We Meet Again
Summer, 1914. Amy Fletcher’s life is transformed when she meets 
Edmond Derwent, son of one of the wealthiest families in the small town 
of Larchbury, and student at Cambridge University. When war breaks out, 
Edmond signs up as an officer and Amy trains as a VAD nurse. Separated 
by war, Edmond and Amy share their 
feelings through emotional letters sent 
from the front line. But when Edmond is 
critically wounded at Ypres, their love faces 
the biggest test of all.
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Rosie Archer
Victory for the Bluebird Girls
As war finally draws to a close, what will victory and peacetime bring 
for the south coast’s Bluebird Girls? In their rise to fame over the course 
of the war, Bea Herron, Ivy Sparrow and Rainey Bird have faced down 
bombs and looked tragedy in the eye. They have also found love, created 
their own families and had careers that 
they never thought possible. With peace 
finally on the horizon, what will the new 
world hold for them?

Gracie Hart
A Mother’s Ruin
When 18-year-old Eve runs away to start a new life in the city, she quickly 
discovers that Leeds is not everything she expected it to be. Wandering 
the cold streets, timid Eve can only find work as a barmaid at the 
Bluebell Inn. Serving ale and cheap gin to the rowdy crowd, Eve 
eventually catches the eye of dashing 
Sergeant Joseph Oates – but his intentions 
are not honourable, and he will leave her 
with more than just a broken heart...

Cathy Mansell
The Dublin Girls
Nell Flynn is training to be a nurse and planning to marry her boyfriend 
when her mother dies, leaving her younger sisters destitute. To save them 
from the workhouse, Nell returns to the family home, finding work at a 
biscuit factory. But then eight-year-old Róisín, is admitted to hospital with 
rheumatic fever and 15-year-old Kate runs 
away. Nell is determined that one day the 
Dublin girls will be reunited and only then 
will she be free to follow her heart.

Clare Flynn
Storms Gather Between Us
Since escaping his family’s notoriety in Australia Will Kidd has been 
content to live the life of a wanderer, but everything changes when 
he comes face to face with a ghost from his past on a cloudy beach in 
Liverpool. Every step of Hannah Dawson’s life has been laid out for her...
until she meets Will. Their love is forbidden 
and forces on all sides divide them. They 
will have to fight against the odds to find 
their way back to one another.

Lynn Johnson
The Girl From the Workhouse
Staffordshire, 1911. Money is in short supply for Ginnie Jones’s family 
and she is sent to Haddon Workhouse. When she meets Clara and Sam, 
she hopes that she has made friends for life...until tragedy strikes. Three 
years later, Ginnie finds work as a mouldrunner at the Potteries, but never 
stops thinking about her friends. When 
Sam and Ginnie are reunited, their bond is 
as strong as ever, until Sam is sent to fight 
in the war. Can Ginnie find the joy that 
she’s never had?

Janet Tanner
Morwennan House
Charity Palfrey is an orphan, with no family of her own and no past. 
Accepting a job as governess at Morwennan House is a fresh start for 
her, but from the moment Charity arrives she knows there is something 
sinister about her appointment. Charity finds romance with the charming 
Tom Stanton, but she soon starts to 
question his motivations. Is he simply 
using her for his own ends? And are there 
darker secrets lurking beneath the surface 
at Morwennan House?
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Kay Brellend
A Workhouse Christmas
Discover the Workhouse to War trilogy by Kay Brellend: a new saga 
series set in the Whitechapel Union workhouse in East London, between 
1904 and 1916.

Annie Clarke
Wedding Bells on the Home Front
March 1942. As the war continues, wedding bells are ringing for the 
factory girls. Sarah is happily settling into married life, whilst Fran is 
busy planning her upcoming wedding. Meanwhile, Beth hasn’t heard 
from her husband Bob since he returned to the navy, and she’s starting 
to fear the worst. And new friend Viola is 
still recovering from a nasty accident. Life 
on the home front can be challenging, but 
the factory girls can get through anything.

Elizabeth Morton
A Last Dance in Liverpool
Lily and Vincent have been dancing everything from the waltz to the foxtrot 
together since they were six-years-old. Now a teenager, Lily realises she 
has feelings for Vincent that she never knew were there. However, with 
Vincent off to war, Lily is evacuated to a mother and baby home with her 
younger siblings. It is there that she finds 
she has more in common with the fallen 
women than she once thought. But as the 
bombs begin to fall in Liverpool, will she 
ever see her sweetheart again?

Francesca Capaldi
Heartbreak in the Valleys
November 1915. For young Anwen Rhys, life is hard in the Welsh mining 
village of Dorcalon. She cares for her ill mother and sister Sara, shielding 
them from her father’s temper. Anwen comforts herself with her love 
for childhood sweetheart, Idris Hughes, away fighting in the Great War. 
Yet when Idris returns, he is a changed man, 
quickly breaking off their engagement. But 
when there is an explosion at the pit, 
Anwen and Idris put their feelings aside to 
unite their community.

Evie Grace
The Golden Maid
Deal, 1812. Following the death of their father, Winnie Lennicker and 
her sisters become involved in the family’s illegal free-trading operations. 
When Winnie is caught, she is forced to confess that she is with child. 
She is determined to give up smuggling, but the only way she can support 
herself is to carry on. An opportunity 
presents itself to carry despatches on 
behalf of British agents but when Winnie 
discovers they aren’t what they seem, she’s 
determined to right the wrongs.

Kate Thompson
Secrets of the Lavender Girls
Stratford, 1943. War is still raging across Europe. But for the workers 
at the Yardley cosmetics factory, there are even more challenges on the 
home front. Esther, newly married, is learning to juggle working life with 
her duties as a wife. Headstrong Patsy has a double life, but will she 
be able to keep her secrets hidden? For 
Lou, a forbidden love forces her to choose 
between family and a chance at happiness. 
The Lavender Girls need one another more 
than ever if they are going to survive…
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Alison Booth
The Philosopher’s Daughters
London, 1891: When Henry Vincent arrives on the scene, the Cameron 
sisters’ lives are changed forever. Sarah marries Henry and embarks on a 
voyage to Australia. When James dies, Sarah’s sister, Harriet, follows her 
to the Australian outback, where she is alienated by the casual violence 
and great injustices of life there. Harriet’s 
rejuvenation begins with her friendship 
with an Aboriginal stockman, but this 
happiness is soon threatened by a menacing 
station hand who is seeking revenge.

Noelene Jenkinson
Fossicker’s Gully
When journalist Amy Randall is abducted at gunpoint by her sister-in-
law, Kelly, and left in an old mine tunnel to die, she is lucky to escape. 
Allowing Kelly to believe her plan has succeeded, Amy goes into hiding 
to investigate. Local policeman Alex Hammond, her childhood crush, 
agrees to help, and offers Amy a place to 
stay at his flat. What is Kelly hiding? It’s a 
race to uncover the truth before Kelly finds 
a new victim.

Madeleine Chapman
Jacinda Ardern: A New Kind Of Leader

Catapulted onto the international stage with her grace and compassion 
following the Christchurch mosque shooting, Prime Minister of New 
Zealand Jacinda Ardern is a leader for a new generation. The world’s 
youngest female head of government, and only the second elected 
world leader to give birth while in office, 
Ardern describes herself as a progressive 
and a social democrat. In this revealing 
biography, journalist Madeleine Chapman 
discovers the woman behind the headlines.

Kim Hunt
The Beautiful Dead
In a small rural community north-west of Sydney, park ranger Cal Nyx 
finds a badly decomposed body in the bush. The remains are identified as 
someone she once knew, and now she’s a suspect. Determined to prove 
her innocence, Cal embarks upon a hunt for the real killer. The police start 
probing into her private life, and she finds 
herself in a race against the clock to solve 
the crime. The murderer has Cal in their 
sights, and she must make a choice – catch 
a killer, or do right by her family?

Craig Sisterson
Southern Cross Crime
Australian and New Zealand crime and thriller writing is booming 
globally. Neighbours that are siblings in spirit but vastly different in 
landscape, antipodean authors offer readers a blend of exotic and 
familiar, seasoned by distinctive senses of place, outlook, and humour, 
and roots that trace to the earliest days of 
our genre. Southern Cross Crime is the first 
comprehensive guide to modern Australian 
and New Zealand crime writing.

Holly Ford
Storms Over Blackpeak
Carr Fergusson’s homestead needs a housekeeper – and when shy Cally 
Jones arrives to take the reins, she discovers a new way of life. Carr’s 
son Ash has returned to the family farm, and it’s not just Cally’s head 
he’s turning. But what has really brought him home? Ella Harrington is 
juggling the demands of her new career 
with her bad-boy boyfriend. Will Ella’s 
mother Lizzie see the clouds looming over 
her own horizon?
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Anna Goldsworthy
Melting Moments
It is 1941. Eighteen-year-old Ruby leaves behind the family farm, her 
serious mother and roguish father, and heads for Adelaide. After a brief 
courtship, she enters a hasty marriage with a soldier about to go to 
war – who returns a changed man. Melting Moments recreates the 
Adelaide and Melbourne of half a century 
ago, bringing a family to life as they move 
through the decades, challenging and 
caring for and loving one another, often in 
surprising ways.

Sherryl Clark
Dead and Gone
Judi Westerholme has been through it. Brave and strong-willed, she takes 
a job at the local pub to help make ends meet. Then the pub’s landlord, 
Pete ‘Macca’ Macclesfield, is murdered. Despite warnings from the police 
to keep out of it, Judi can’t help but get involved in the search for Macca’s 
killer. But she soon becomes deeply 
entangled with some dangerous men. She 
must act fast to work out what they want 
– before anyone else gets hurt...

R.W.R. McDonald
The Nancys
Tippy Chan lives in a small town in a quiet part of the world – where 
her Uncle Pike escaped from the first chance he got. Now Pike is back 
to look after Tippy while her mum’s on a cruise. Tippy’s loves her uncle’s 
old Nancy Drew books and is desperate to solve a real mystery. When her 
teacher’s body is found, Tippy’s moment 
has arrived. The Nancys are formed, a 
secret amateur detective club – though 
their adventure quickly morphs into 
something more dangerous.

Kayte Nunn
The Forgotten Letters Of
Esther Durrant
When Rachel Parker discovers a collection of hidden love letters, she 
is determined to find the intended recipient. Meanwhile, in London, 
Eve is helping her grandmother write her 
memoirs. When she is contacted by Rachel, 
it sets in motion a chain of events that 
threatens to reveal secrets kept buried for 
more than sixty years.

Rhonda Forrest
Two Heartbeats
When Jess heads west for a fresh start, she soon learns that the dusty 
outback plains are a far cry from her former life in the city. All she has to 
do is keep her head down and work hard to create a better life for herself 
and Johnno. However, problems arise when she collides with her new 
boss Daniel. Has Jess told him everything, 
or is there a hidden secret to justify his 
distrust of her?

Nalini Singh
A Madness Of Sunshine
On the rugged West Coast of New Zealand, Golden Cove is more than 
just a town where people live. That is until one fateful summer – and 
several vanished bodies – shatter the trust holding Golden Cove together. 
Eight years later, a beautiful young woman disappears, and the residents 
of Golden Cove wonder if their home 
shelters something far more dangerous. 
It’s not long before the dark past collides 
with the haunting present, and deadly 
secrets come to light...
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Pam Evans
Bessie’s War
1940. As the bombs rain down on London, a close-knit community 
struggles to survive. Working at the local post office, Bessie Green does 
her best to keep her customers’ spirits up, but when she receives a 
telegram addressed to her parents, there’s nothing she can do to prevent 
the heartache that lies ahead. Then Bessie hears that eleven-year-old 
Daisy Mason has been orphaned, and she’s sure that taking Daisy into 
their home is just what her parents need. At first, Daisy won’t settle, then 
her handsome brother Josh comes back on leave and things look up for 
all of them. But the war brings further challenges before they can dare to 
dream of a brighter future...
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Read by Annie Aldington

7 hours 55 minutes
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Annie Gray
Victory in the Kitchen
The Life of Churchill’s Cook

Victory in the Kitchen is a culinary biography: a life lived through food, 
ranging from rural Berkshire to wartime London, via Belle Époque 
Paris and prohibition-era New York. While Georgina Landemare saw 
herself as ordinary, her accomplishments, and the life she lived, were 
anything but. She started her career as a nursemaid, and ended it 
cooking for one of the best-known figures in British history, Winston 
Churchill, a man to whom food was central as a diplomatic tool in a time 
when the world was embroiled in a worldwide war. Annie Gray 
contextualises 20th century food through two figures who were both 
intimately involved with it. Recipes include Georgina’s German Kougelhof, 
Boodle’s orange, mousse de maple 
and ‘Chocolat cake good’.
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Jenny Lecoat
Hedy’s War
In June 1940, the Channel Islands become the only part of Great Britain 
to be occupied by Hitler’s forces. Hedy Bercu, a young Jewish girl from 
Vienna who fled to Jersey two years earlier to escape the Anschluss, 
finds herself once more entrapped by the Nazis, this time with no 
escape. Hedy’s War follows her struggle to survive the Occupation and 
avoid deportation to the camps. Despite her racial status, Hedy finds 
work with the German authorities and embarks on acts of resistance. 
Most remarkable of all, she falls in love with a German lieutenant – a 
relationship on which her life soon comes to depend.
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Lilly Robbins
The Nightingales in Mersey Square
1940. World War Two is sweeping across Europe and the Guernsey 
evacuee families have just arrived in Stockport. Desperately in need of 
kindness, love and a safe place to call home, local trainee nurses Clare 
and Gaye immediately volunteer, alongside their new friend Diana. While 
the rest of Britain is under siege, Clare is learning how to be a great nurse 
under pressure, Diana has found that love can be found in unexpected 
places and Gaye is hiding a terrible secret. But as the reality of war comes 
closer, all three girls will face personal challenges and tragedies as life 
changes in ways they could never have imagined.
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Sara Sheridan
Highland Fling
Scottish Highlands, 1958. Britain is awash in Cold War anxiety as 
Mirabelle Bevan heads for the Highlands on a holiday to visit 
Superintendent Alan McGregor’s family. More glamorous than she 
expected, the Robertsons welcome her with open arms, but she has 
scarcely arrived when the body of an American fashion buyer turns up 
brutally murdered, sending shockwaves around the close community. 
Mirabelle can’t resist investigating, but what she finds lays the limitations 
of her feelings for McGregor bare and calls into question the loyalties 
of all those around her. What started as a relaxing break in scenic 
surroundings soon spirals into a week fraught with danger.
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Read by Penelope Freeman  

9 hours 30 minutes

HISTORICAL MYSTERY

Maisie Thomas
The Railway Girls
March 1940. Mabel is determined to make a fresh start as a railway girl 
where no one will know the terrible thing she did. A new job as a station 
clerk for Joan could be just the thing she needs to forget her troubles 
at home. And Dot is further into her forties than she cares to admit. Her 
beloved sons are away fighting and her husband – well, the less said 
about him the better. She is anxious to become a railway girl just like 
her dear mam – anything to feel she is supporting the sons she prays for 
every night. The three women start off as strangers, but soon form a bond 
that will get them through the toughest of times...
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Read by Julia Franklin

13 hours 55 minutes

FAMILY SAGA

Vivian Conroy
An Exhibition of Murder
The opening of an archaeological exhibition brings with it intrigue and 
evil as a fabled cursed golden death mask lives up to its dark past and 
death strikes at the exhibition. While digging up pieces of history, these 
archaeologists have also been burying secrets – deadly ones – and it’s 
up to Jasper to uncover the truth before the murderer strikes again. With 
a nosy journalist desperate to breathe life into the rumour that the mask 
brings bad luck to anyone possessing it, and the police eager to blame a 
famous cat burglar who recently pulled off a string of daring robberies, 
Jasper is on his own in bringing the true culprit to light.
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Read by Gordon Griffin MBE

7 hours 30 minutes

HISTORICAL MYSTERY

Peter Lovesey
The Finisher
Through a particularly tragic series of events, couch potato Maeve Kelly 
has been forced to sign up for Bath’s springtime half marathon. What 
Maeve doesn’t know is just how brutal some of the other runners are. 
As race day draws closer, an Albanian refugee named Spiro makes a run 
for freedom, escaping a chain gang and its murderous foreman, who is 
known as The Finisher. The Finisher has killed for disobedience before, 
and Spiro knows there’s a target on his back. Meanwhile Detective Peter 
Diamond is tasked with crowd control on the day of the race – and 
catches sight of a violent criminal he put away a decade ago, who seems 
to be up to his old tricks...
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Read by Peter Wickham

9 hours 55 minutes

MYSTERY
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Edward Marston
Rage of the Assassin
London, 1818. MP Sir Roger Mellanby attends a performance of Macbeth 
at Covent Garden, featuring Hannah Granville. It is the final performance 
of what has been a triumphant production and both the Prince Regent 
and Hannah’s love, Bow Street Rival Paul Skillen, are in the audience. 
After the show, both Mellanby and the Prince Regent make their way 
to the stage door for a glimpse of Hannah. As the crowd jostles around 
them, a shot is fired and Mellanby is killed, but Paul Skillen quickly 
deduces that the assassin was really after the Prince Regent. Will Paul and 
his twin brother Peter be able to stop him from killing Prinny?
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Read by Gordon Griffin MBE

8 hours 50 minutes

HISTORICAL MYSTERY

Sheila O’Flanagan
The Women Who Ran Away
Deira is setting out on the holiday she’d planned with her long-term 
partner Gavin...only she’s on her own. Gavin will not be amused when he 
finds out she’s ‘borrowed’ his car, but since their brutal break-up Deira’s 
not been acting rationally. Maybe a drive through beautiful France will 
help her see things differently...Grace is also travelling alone, each stage 
of her journey outlined in advance by her late husband. Ken was head 
of the household when he was alive, and it seems he’s still in charge. 
Thrown together by chance, Deira and Grace are soon motoring down 
the French highways, sharing intriguing stories of their pasts, as they each 
consider the future...
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Read by Caroline Lennon

12 hours 20 minutes

GENERAL FICTION

Peter Tremayne
The Shapeshifter’s Lair
Ireland. AD672. When news reaches Colgú, King of Muman, that his 
betrothed, Princess Gelgéis, has disappeared, Fidelma with her trusted 
companions, Eadulf and Enda, enter the hostile kingdom of Laigin in 
search of the truth. But the warnings of demonic shapeshifters and evil 
lurking in the mountains must be taken seriously. Are there brigands 
stealing gold and silver from the ancient mines? And are rumours of a 
war between the kingdoms of Laigin and Muman to be believed? As 
Fidelma searches for answers, she must do everything in her power to 
avoid danger in a land where no one is to be trusted...
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Read by Caroline Lennon

12 hours

HISTORICAL MYSTERY

Marcia Willett
The Garden House
After the death of her father, El moves into his home just outside 
Tavistock in Devon. Fresh out of university she questions what it is she 
really wants from life. Although her childhood friend, Will, is there to help 
her through her grief she soon realises there were things her father was 
hiding from her...Jules is also mourning Martin, but they thought best to 
keep their relationship secret, and now she must grieve entirely alone. 
All she has to remember her love are the memories of their time spent at 
The Garden House – where they met, fell in love and where their secret 
affair will inevitably be uncovered.
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Read by Emma Powell

7 hours 30 minutes

GENERAL FICTION
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Jo Bannister
Dangerous Pursuits
Something appalling happened to Rachel Somers whilst running in 
the woods. When Gabriel Ash and his dog come to her aid, she thinks 
she’s safe. But this is Norbold, where things aren’t always as they seem. 
Detective Chief Inspector Gorman thinks this is his worst nightmare: 
a predatory paedophile who’s prepared to kill rather than be taken. 
Constable Hazel Best thinks she’s helping both the Somers family and her 
friend Ash, but her tendency to follow her heart rather than her orders 
is about to get her into trouble again. And the people of Norbold have 
noticed that descriptions of the attacker, sketchy as they are, fit Ash better 
than they fit anyone else...
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Read by Simon Mattacks

8 hours 35 minutes

MYSTERY

Elizabeth Chadwick
The Coming of the Wolf
The Welsh Borders, 1069. When Ashdyke Manor is attacked, Lady 
Christen is forced to witness her husband’s murder and the pillaging of 
her lands at the hands of brutal Norman invaders. Miles Le Gallois, Lord of 
Milnham-on-Wye, calls off the attack, but he has Christen’s brother under 
armed guard and a deal to offer: her brother’s freedom for her hand in 
marriage. Christen finds herself hastily married into the enemy side. Miles 
and Christen’s precarious union invites enemies from all sides and when 
Miles is summoned for a lengthy campaign by the King, Christen is left to 
watch his lands. In the midst of war, two enemies must somehow learn 
to trust one another if they are to survive...
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Reader to be confirmed

8 hours 45 minutes
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Jim Eldridge
Murder at the 
Natural History Museum
London, 1895. Daniel Wilson and Abigail Fenton have been hired by 
the Natural History Museum to find out who deliberately smashed the 
fossilised skeleton of a small dinosaur. At first Daniel is reluctant to take 
the case, pointing out that they deal in murders, not vandalism. But then 
one of the attendants in the dinosaur room is murdered, his body found 
tied to a dinosaur skeleton and a note pinned to him saying ‘The price of 
betrayal’. As Daniel and Abigail investigate they must negotiate a web 
of legal and professional tensions. This is not going to be a simple case 
to solve...          
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Read by Peter Wickham

8 hours 30 minutes

HISTORICAL MYSTERY

Susanna Gregory
The Clerkenwell Affair
Spring 1666. Everyone’s first reaction to a sudden death at the palace 
of White Hall is that the plague has struck, but the killing of Thomas 
Chiffinch was by design, not disease. Chiffinch was holder of two 
influential posts – Keeper of the Closet and Keeper of the Jewels – and 
rival courtiers have made no secret of their wish to succeed to those 
offices. To Thomas Chaloner, ordered to undertake the investigation, such 
avarice gives a whole host of suspects an ample motive for murder.
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Read by Gordon Griffin MBE

13 hours 10 minutes

HISTORICAL MYSTERY

https://www.ulverscroft.com/title.php?countryCode=AU&sqlCmd=isbn%3D9781407990941
https://www.ulverscroft.com/title.php?countryCode=AU&sqlCmd=isbn%3D9781407990958
https://www.ulverscroft.com/title.php?countryCode=AU&sqlCmd=isbn%3D9781407990965
https://www.ulverscroft.com/title.php?countryCode=AU&sqlCmd=isbn%3D9781407985046
https://www.ulverscroft.com/title.php?countryCode=AU&sqlCmd=isbn%3D9781407985053
https://www.ulverscroft.com/title.php?countryCode=AU&sqlCmd=isbn%3D9781407985060
https://www.ulverscroft.com/title.php?countryCode=AU&sqlCmd=isbn%3D9781407989983
https://www.ulverscroft.com/title.php?countryCode=AU&sqlCmd=isbn%3D9781407989990
https://www.ulverscroft.com/title.php?countryCode=AU&sqlCmd=isbn%3D9781407990019
https://www.ulverscroft.com/title.php?countryCode=AU&sqlCmd=isbn%3D9781407974507
https://www.ulverscroft.com/title.php?countryCode=AU&sqlCmd=isbn%3D9781407974514


Se
pt

em
be

r

23

 Audio    The  quality speaks for itself . . .

Angus MacDonald
Ardnish
Ardnish, 1944. On his deathbed, Donald John Gillies sends for a priest 
to hear his last confession. Waiting anxiously for the priest, his mind 
travels back to the dusty plains of South Africa in 1901, where he fought 
as a Lovat Scout during the Boer War, and where he met the woman 
who was the love of his life. Forced to abandon her and her young 
daughter in a British concentration camp, DJ returns to Scotland and 
his old life after his camp is ambushed by Boers and many of his fellow 
soldiers are massacred. As he lies dying, an unexpected visitor arrives at 
Ardnish, making it more imperative then ever for DJ to come to terms 
with the past.

Read by Steve Hay

7 hours 15 minutes

WAR

Caroline Montague
A Paris Secret
Paris, 1952. Sophie Bernot is training as a heart surgeon. Across the 
channel, Sebastian Ogilvie is on his way to Paris to meet with an architect 
who he believes is perfect for his first major project. When Sophie and 
Sebastian’s paths cross in the mountains, the consequences of their 
romance will be powerful and far-reaching. It will be ten years before 
the past can finally be buried and Sophie will be forced to face her 
demons and her crime...An unforgettable tale of ambition, family ties, and 
heartbreak that transports you from London, to Paris, to the snow-capped 
peaks of the Alps...
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Read by Katherine Press

11 hours 55 minutes

HISTORICAL FICTION
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Introducing Jenny Lecoat... 
Born in Jersey, Channel Islands, Jenny Lecoat’s parents were raised under German Occupation. Lecoat moved to 
England aged 18, where, following a drama degree, she spent a decade on the alternative comedy circuit. She 
also wrote for newspapers and women’s magazines and presented TV and radio shows, before focusing on screen 
writing. 

Without giving too much away, tell us about the true story behind Hedy’s War.      
The novel is based on true events. In 1940, young, Jewish Hedy became trapped on the island by the 
Nazi invasion. We know that she was registered as Jewish, but somehow found a job working for the Germans, 
which she turned to her advantage to help the community. At some point we know she met Kurt, a German officer, 
and that a relationship developed. When she was forced into hiding, Kurt risked his own life to keep her alive.

With your background in television, why did you choose a novel to tell Hedy’s story?
Having already told my own family’s Occupation story as a film (Another Mother’s Son, 2017), I thought if I was going to tackle another story from 
the same period it would be good to try a new format. 

“My family, on both sides, were involved in what might be called resistance activities…It was a family 
history I was aware of growing up, but…it was only when I was older that I became interested enough to 

write about it, realising that what they did was extraordinary and very brave.”

How difficult was it to blend history with fiction?
I looked at the known, documented facts and used that as my foundation. I think you can deduce quite a lot about people by their actions, so that 
formed the basis of the characters. I included most of what is known to have occurred, but because so much is not known…it left a lot of scope for 
imagination, within the context of what felt realistic and likely to me.

What are you looking forward to most about hearing Hedy’s War in audio? 
Audiobooks are an art form, so I look forward to seeing what other creatives bring to the written story.

How important are libraries? 
They’re vital. They provide such a range of services beyond just borrowing books. As a kid, my mum took me to the children’s library every week to 
get new books, which I devoured at home. Looking back, that’s almost certainly what got me interested in stories and storytelling.
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Read by Francine Brody

8 hours 15 minutes

ROMANCE
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Read by Charlotte Strevens

6 hours 10 minutes

ROMANCE
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Read by Charlotte Strevens

7 hours 50 minutes

ROMANTIC SUSPENSE
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Read by James Byng

8 hours

CLASSIC CRIME
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Read by Tim Bentinck

7 hours 55 minutes

CLASSIC CRIME   

Read by Kris Dyer

7 hours 5 minutes

CLASSIC CRIME

Angela Britnell
One Summer in Little Penhaven
When high-flying American lawyer Samantha Muir finds out she’s lost 
her partnership whilst on an assignment in London, she has a dramatic 
reaction. Rather than returning home, she resigns and jumps on the first 
train to Cornwall at the encouragement of a friendly stranger. Could the 
Cornish village and local farmer Cadan 
Day play a part in Samantha’s summer of 
self-discovery?

Carol Thomas
Maybe Baby
Best friends Lisa and Felicity think they finally have everything sorted out 
in their lives. Lisa is in a happy relationship with her old flame, and busy 
mum Felicity has managed to reignite the passion with her husband. 
But when Lisa walks in on a half-naked woman in her boyfriend’s flat 
and Felicity is left reeling from a shocking 
discovery, it becomes clear that life is 
nothing but full of surprises...

Lynda Stacey
Keeper of Secrets
For as long as Cassie Hunt can remember her Aunt Aggie has spoken 
about the forgotten world that exists in the tunnels and catacombs of 
the Sand House. But Aggie has a secret that she’s buried as deep as the 
tunnels and when excavation work begins on the site, Cassie is the only 
one who can help her keep it...

E.C.R. Lorac
Fell Murder
First published in 1944, Fell Murder sees E.C.R. Lorac at the height of 
her considerable powers as a purveyor of well-made and traditional 
detective fiction. The book presents a fascinating ‘return of the prodigal’ 
mystery set in the later stages of the Second World War, amidst 
the close-knit farmerfolk community of 
Lancashire’s lovely Lune valley. 

Anthony Gilbert
Death in Fancy Dress
The British Secret Service, working to uncover a large-scale blackmail 
ring, find themselves at the country residence Feltham Abbey where 
a fancy dress ball is in full swing. In the tumult of revelry, Sir Ralph 
Feltham is found dead. Not the atmosphere bewildered guest Tony 
Keith was expecting, he sets out make 
sense of the night’s activities and the 
motives of the other guests. 

J. Jefferson Farjeon
The Z Murders
Richard Temperley arrives at Euston station early on a fogbound London 
morning. He takes refuge in a nearby hotel, along with a disagreeable 
fellow passenger, who had snored his way through the train journey. 
But within minutes the other man has been shot dead. Temperley 
sets off in pursuit of a mysterious woman 
from the hotel and finds himself embroiled 
in a cross-country chase for a sinister 
serial killer.
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Claire Evans
The Graves of Whitechapel
Victorian London, 1882. Five years ago, crusading lawyer Cage Lackmann 
successfully defended Moses Pickering against a charge of murder. Now, 
a body is found bearing all the disturbing hallmarks of that victim – and 
Pickering is missing. Did Cage free a brutal murderer? Cage’s reputation 
is in tatters, and worse, he is implicated in this new murder by the bitter 
detective who led the first failed case. Cage must find Pickering to prove 
his innocence. His desperate search takes him back to the past, to a 
woman he never thought to see again, and down into a warren of lies 
and betrayals concealed beneath Holland Park mansions and the streets 
of Whitechapel.

Read by John Telfer

9 hours 50 minutes

HISTORICAL MYSTERY

Neil Broadfoot
No Man’s Land
A mutilated body is found dumped at Cowane’s Hospital in the heart 
of historic Stirling. For DCI Malcolm Ford it’s like nothing he’s ever seen 
before. For reporter Donna Blake it’s a chance to get her career back on 
track. But for close protection specialist Connor Fraser it’s a distraction 
from the day job. But then a corpse is found, this time in the shadow 
of the Wallace Monument – and with it, a message. One Connor has 
received before, during his time as a police officer in Belfast. With Ford 
facing mounting pressure to make an arrest and fears the murders are 
connected to heightened post-Brexit tensions, Connor is drawn into a 
race against time to stop another murder.

Read by Angus King

10 hours 45 minutes

CRIME
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Juliet Greenwood
The Ferryman’s Daughter
1908. After her mother’s sudden death, followed by an injury forcing her 
father to give up his job as the ferryman, Hester is placed in the position 
of carer for her young siblings. As the years pass Hester must row the 
ferry night and day to keep them all from starvation, while her hopes 
of working in a kitchen and one day becoming a cook, slip further and 
further away. But just how far is Hester willing to go to make her dream 
a reality? And as the threat of war comes ever closer to the Cornish coast, 
will it bring opportunities or despair for Hester and her family?

Read by Karen Cass

10 hours 20 minutes

FAMILY SAGA
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Veronica Henry
A Wedding at the Beach Hut
Robyn Moss just wants a simple wedding by the sea in her hometown 
of Everdene. A quiet ceremony with her family and friends; a picnic on 
the beach; dancing barefoot on the sand until the sun goes down. Then 
Robyn opens a box full of secrets, and a burning question is sparked in 
her heart – one she must find the answer to. Robyn begins to unravel the 
tale of another woman, from another time, and two young hearts torn 
apart...But as the big day approaches, can Robyn bring her past and her 
future together – and have the wedding day of her dreams?
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Read by Julia Franklin

10 hours 55 minutes

GENERAL FICTION
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Kate High
The Cat and the Corpse 
in the Old Barn
Clarice Beech has two passions in life: animal rescue and Detective 
Inspector Rick Beech, but she and Rick have been separated for the 
past six months. Clarice shares her other love for contemporary ceramics 
with the charming Lady Vita Fayrepoynt. When Vita’s ginger cat Walter 
disappears, Clarice is called in to find him. Walter, snug in an old barn, is 
quite well. But his discovery ends with Clarice in hospital, and Rose Miller, 
late of the Old Vicarage, in the morgue. Putting their differences aside, 
Clarice and Rick are drawn together to try to understand the murder that 
has shaken the rural Lincolnshire community. As she explores Rose’s past, 
Clarice is pulled into a shady world of blackmail, scams and violence.

Read by Charlotte Strevens

8 hours 50 minutes

MYSTERY                  

Peter James
Dreamer
The last time the dream came, Sam was seven years old; and that 
was the night her parents were to die. Twenty-five years later, Sam’s 
nightmares are starting to come true once more. Now a successful TV 
commercials producer, juggling her roles of career woman, wife and 
mother, she attempts to shut them out. But soon Sam is faced with the 
reality of dreams in which her life and that of her family are threatened. 
In desperation, she consults the experts: a psychiatrist; a clairvoyant...but 
to no avail. Sam is being inexorably drawn into a vortex of terror from 
which there is no escape...

Read by Georgia Maguire

12 hours 20 minutes

THRILLER

CD
11

MP3
1

Natalie Jenner
The Jane Austen Society
It’s only a few months since the war ended but the little village of 
Chawton is about to be hit by another devastating blow. The heart of the 
community and site of Jane Austen’s cherished former home, Chawton 
estate, is in danger of being sold to the highest bidder. Eight villagers are 
brought together by their love for the famous author’s novels to create 
The Jane Austen Society. As new friendships form and the pain of the past 
begins to heal, surely they can find a way to preserve Austen’s legacy 
before it is too late? And there may even be a few unexpected surprises 
along the way...
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Read by Richard Armitage

9 hours 30 minutes

HISTORICAL FICTION

Elin Hilderbrand
28 Summers
For the last 28 summers, Alice and Tom have met to rekindle the 
passionate love affair they began all those years ago. Each married to 
someone else, with busy lives and happy families, they’ve managed to 
keep their secret, and to keep their love alive. But nothing is forever. Tom’s 
wife is in the national spotlight for her controversial and increasingly 
popular campaign for political office, and Alice has received a diagnosis 
that puts her future in doubt. Could their 28th summer together also be 
their last?
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Read by Laurence Bouvard

14 hours 5 minutes

ROMANCE
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Sophie Pembroke
Summer on Seashell Island
Miranda Waters has always loved Seashell Island – while her brother and 
sister escaped it as soon as they were old enough. So when Miranda is 
left in charge of her parents’ Lighthouse B&B for the summer, the last 
thing she expects is her wayward siblings showing up at the door. It’s 
been years since they’ve all lived under the same roof. Now, they’re 
facing a whole summer together – and a crisis for the B&B. With the 
Lighthouse filled with people – including two imaginative nieces, a four 
piece folk-rock band, and an unruly llama – and a lifetime of secrets 
between them, can the Waters siblings work together to save their home 
before it’s too late?

CD
10

MP3
1

Read by Lissa Berry

10 hours 50 minutes

ROMANCE

Edward Wilson
The Whitehall Mandarin
Lady Somers is the first woman to head up the Ministry of Defence. 
She also has something to hide. Catesby’s job is to uncover her story 
and bury it forever. His quest leads him through the sex scandals 
of London in the Swinging Sixties and then on to Moscow where a 
shocking message changes everything. His next mission is a desperate 
hunt through the wartorn jungles of Southeast Asia, where he finally 
makes a heartbreaking discovery that is as personal as it is political. This 
captivating novel is set in a world of distorted reflections where nothing 
or no one is what they seem to be.
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Read by Jonathan Keeble

12 hours 35 minutes

THRILLER

Steve Cavanagh
Fifty Fifty
Two sisters on trial for murder. They accuse each other. Who do YOU 
believe? ‘911 what’s your emergency?’ ‘My dad’s dead. My sister Sofia 
killed him. She’s still in the house. Please send help.’ ‘My dad’s dead. My 
sister Alexandra killed him. She’s still in the house. Please send help.’ One 
of them is a liar and a killer. But which one?

Read by Adam Sims

11 hours 15 minutes

CRIME
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Alys Clare
The Indigo Ghosts
October, 1604. Former ship’s surgeon turned country physician Gabriel 
Taverner is surprised to receive an urgent summons from his old naval 
captain. Now docked in Plymouth harbour, having recently returned from 
the Caribbean, Captain Colt believes his ship is haunted by an evil spirit, 
and has asked Gabriel to investigate. Dismissive of the crew’s wild talk 
of mysterious blue-skinned ghosts, Gabriel is convinced there must be a 
rational explanation behind the mass hallucinations. But matters take a 
disturbing turn when he and the captain discover a body hidden behind 
one of the bulkheads. Calling on the help of his old friend, Coroner 
Theophilus Davey, piece by piece Gabriel uncovers a terrifying tale of 
treachery, dark magic and unimaginable cruelty.
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Reader to be confirmed

9 hours 20 minutes

HISTORICAL MYSTERY
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Barbara Delinsky
A Week at the Shore
One phone call is all it takes to lure real estate photographer Mallory 
Aldiss back to her family Rhode Island beach home. It’s been 20 years 
since she’s been gone – running from the scandal that destroyed her 
parents’ marriage, drove her and her two sisters apart, and crushed her 
relationship with her first love. Mal’s 13-year-old daughter, Joy, has never 
been to the place where Mal’s life was shaped and is desperate to go. 
Fatherless, she craves family. In just seven watershed days on the Rhode 
Island coast, three women will test the bonds of sisterhood, friendship 
and family, and discover the role that love and memory plays in defining 
their lives.
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Read by Laurence Bouvard

15 hours 10 minutes

GENERAL FICTION

Felicity Hayes-McCoy
The Transatlantic Book Club
Eager to cheer up her recently-widowed gran, Cassie Fitzgerald persuades 
Lissbeg Library to set up a Skype book club, linking readers on Ireland’s 
Finfarran peninsula with the little US town of Resolve, where generations 
of Finfarran’s emigrants have settled. But when the club decides to read 
a detective novel, old conflicts on both sides of the ocean are exposed, 
hidden love affairs come to light and Cassie fears she may have done 
more harm than good. Will the truths she uncovers about her granny Pat’s 
marriage affect her own hopes of finding love? Or could the transatlantic 
book club itself hold the clue to a triumphant happy ending?

Read by Marcella Riordan

9 hours 30 minutes

GENERAL FICTION

Laura Jarratt
Mother
Two Girls. One Chance. When Lizzie’s car crashes with her two daughters 
inside, she faces a terrible choice. And when she recovers from her 
injuries, she has to deal with the impact of that tragedy as well as the 
police investigation into it. As Lizzie and her family struggle to come to 
terms with the events of that night, things take an even darker turn. 
Just what did happen on that remote country road? Who is responsible? 
And can the family get through this together...Or will the truth finally 
tear them apart?
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Read by Helen Keeley

9 hours 20 minutes

SUSPENSE

Margaux DeRoux
The Lost Diary of Venice
When a rare 16th-century manuscript lands on her desk courtesy of 
William, a struggling painter, book restorer Rose makes a startling 
discovery: it is a palimpsest. Beneath the text is a different document. 
What they discover is the secret diary of William’s ancestor, a Venetian 
painter who has been commissioned by Venice’s admiral to paint a 
portrait of his favourite courtesan...it is a diary of forbidden love and 
dangerous political plots. Together, Rose and William work to solve 
the mystery of what happened to the secret lovers. As feelings develop 
between Rose and William, their own experience begins to mirror the 
affair that they’re uncovering, and each set of lovers is forced to confront 
the reality of their romance.
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Read by Laurence Bouvard

10 hours 55 minutes

HISTORICAL FICTION
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Alex Knight
Hunted
You’re woken early by the doorbell. It’s a young girl, the daughter of the 
love of your life. She’s scared, covered in blood, she says her mother is 
hurt. You let her in, try to calm her down, tell her you’re going to get help. 
You reach for your phone, but it lights up with a notification before you 
touch it. It’s an amber alert – a child has been abducted by a dangerous 
suspect. The child is the girl standing in front of you. The suspect? You.
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Read by Christopher Ragland

10 hours 35 minutes

THRILLER

Andy McDermott
Operative 66
A former special ops soldier and one of the UK’s deadliest weapons, 
Alex Reeve is part of the secretive SC9 – an elite security service with 
a remit to neutralise the country’s most dangerous enemies. But now 
Reeve is in the firing line. Accused of treason, Reeve is forced to flee as 
his team is instructed to eliminate the ‘rogue asset’ at any cost. Reeve 
must survive, alone and under the radar, with the full power of the state 
arrayed against him. He doesn’t know why he’s a target. Or who betrayed 
him. But if one man has the skills necessary to uncover the truth... 
it is Operative 66.

Read by Simon Mattacks

10 hours 55 minutes

THRILLER

Lisa Scottoline
Damaged
Shy, dyslexic and small for his age, ten-year-old Patrick O’Brien is a 
natural target at school. But when Patrick is accused of attacking a 
school aide, the tables are turned, and the aide promptly sues the boy, his 
family, and the school district. Patrick’s grandfather turns to the lawyers of 
Rosato & DiNunzio for help and Mary DiNunzio is soon on the case. But 
there is more to the story than meets the eye and Patrick may be more 
troubled than he seems. With twists at every turn and secrets about the 
family coming to light, Mary DiNunzio might have found the case that can 
make her a true protector, or break her heart...

Read by Katherine Fenton

13 hours 25 minutes

THRILLER

A.N. Wilson
The Mystery of Charles Dickens
Filled with the twists, pathos and unusual characters that sprang from 
this novelist’s extraordinary imagination, The Mystery of Charles Dickens 
looks back from the legendary writer’s death to recall the key events in 
his life. In doing so, A.N. Wilson seeks to understand Dickens’s creative 
genius and enduring popularity. Following his life from cradle to grave, 
it becomes clear that Dickens’s fiction drew from his own experiences. 
Dickens knew first-hand the poverty and pain his characters endured, 
including the scandal of a failed marriage. Wilson brilliantly revisits the 
wellspring of Dickens’s vast and wild imagination, to reveal at long last 
why his novels captured the hearts of 19th-century readers – and why they 
continue to resonate today.
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Read by Mark Meadows

9 hours 20 minutes
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Paul Buchanan
City of Fallen Angels
Summer 1962. A scorching heat wave is suffocating L.A. PI Jim Keegan 
is offered a small fortune to find a beautiful woman from a set of 
photographs. He refuses; the job seems suspicious. But the next day the 
same woman, Eve, turns up, unbidden, on his doorstep. Eve fears for 
her safety. She is being watched. Before Keegan knows it, someone has 
been killed with Keegan’s own gun, and he gets sucked into a world of 
suspicion and betrayal where he’s never quite sure where the truth lies. 
Before long he’s the prime suspect in a murder he didn’t commit, and 
all the evidence seems to point in his direction. It’s almost like someone 
planned it that way...
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Read by Robert G. Slade

7 hours 40 minutes

CRIME

M.W. Craven
Body Breaker
Detective Inspector Avison Fluke is a man on the edge. He has committed 
a crime to get back to work, concealed a debilitating illness and is about 
to be made homeless. Just as he thinks things can’t get any worse, the 
body of a young woman is found buried on a Cumbrian building site. 
When the post-mortem reveals she has gone to significant expense in 
disguising her appearance, Fluke knows this is no ordinary murder.  With 
the help of a psychotic ex-Para, a gangland leader and a woman more 
interested in maggots than people, Fluke must find out who she was and 
why she was murdered before he can even think about finding her killer...

Read by John Banks

10 hours 10 minutes

CRIME
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Kitty Danton
A Wartime Wish
Covent Garden, 1944. The mini Blitz has begun and with so much 
fear in the air best friends Sukie and Pattie are desperate to help 
in any way they can. Joining the mobile canteen workforce a 
few days a week, Sukie tries to bring a little bit of cheer to those 
devastated by the bombings, while Pattie finds herself drawn towards 
the returning evacuees searching for their families. What they both want 
more than anything is for the war to be over, but will one wish help them 
see that love, hope and happiness are always there, you just need to look 
hard enough. This winter it might take more than one wish to change 
their stars...

CD
9

MP3
1

Read by Karen Cass

8 hours 55 minutes

FAMILY SAGA

Paul Fraser Collard
Fugitive
London, 1868. Jack Lark has traded the battlefield for business, running 
a thriving club in the backstreets of Whitechapel. But this underworld has 
rules and when Jack refuses to comply, he finds himself up against the 
East End’s most formidable criminal – with devastating consequences. 
A wanted man, Jack turns to his friend Macgregor, an ex-officer, treasure 
hunter and his ticket out of England. Together they join the British 
army on campaign across the tablelands of Abyssinia to the fortress of 
Magdala, a high-stakes mission to free British prisoners captured by the 
notorious Emperor Tewodros. But life on the run can turn dangerous, 
especially in a land ravaged by war...
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Read by Dudley Hinton

11 hours 45 minutes
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Paul Doherty
Hymn to Murder
Spring 1312. At Malmaison Manor, Lord Simon is concealing a dark 
secret – one he assumes will never catch up with him. But someone 
knows about the crime he committed, and they’ve found a way to make 
him pay. When he is found mysteriously slain, other deaths soon follow. 
Sir Hugh Corbett and Lord Simon are bound by the Secret Chancery 
and their search for one precious ruby. So, when Corbett learns of Lord 
Simon’s death, he is once more dragged into a tangled web of lies and 
intrigue and it’s not long before secrets of his own start to surface. As the 
Hymn to Murder reaches its crescendo, can Corbett confront his past and 
live to see another day?
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Read by Richard Burnip

8 hours 45 minutes

HISTORICAL MYSTERY

Emma Hannigan
The Perfect Gift
Ever since she can remember, Róisín has received a birthday card in the 
post. Signed with love from the birth mother she has never met. Brought 
up by her adoptive parents, Keeley and Doug, Róisín has wanted for 
nothing. But on her 30th birthday a letter comes that shakes her world. 
For Keeley, who’s raised Róisín as her own, the letter reminds her of a 
secret she’s been holding for 30 years. And for Nell, keeping watch in the 
lighthouse, the past is a place she rarely goes. Until a young runaway 
arrives seeking shelter, and unwraps the gift of hope for them all...
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Read by Emma Lowe

12 hours 25 minutes

GENERAL FICTION

Louisa de Lange
Nowhere to be Found
Lucy Barker has disappeared, and her distraught husband Scott says 
he has no idea where she is. But rumours abound about this seemingly 
perfect couple. Why is Scott behaving so strangely? And why was Lucy 
lying to him about where she went every Tuesday night? Then, while 
investigating the recent murder of man found floating in a lake, DS Kate 
Munro learns that it was Lucy Barker who discovered the body and called 
the police. Now she must find out if the two crimes are connected. Before 
Lucy’s time runs out...
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Reader to be confirmed

10 hours 5 minutes

MYSTERY

Rhiannon Ward
The Quickening
England, 1925. Newly re-married to a war-traumatised husband and 
seven months pregnant, Louisa Drew is asked by her employer to travel 
to Clewer Hall in Sussex where she is to photograph the contents of the 
house for auction. She learns Clewer Hall was host to an infamous séance 
in 1896, and that the lady of the house has asked those who gathered 
back then to come together once more to recreate the evening. When a 
mysterious child appears, Louisa finds herself compelled to investigate. 
Gradually, she unravels the long-held secrets of the inhabitants and what 
really happened 30 years before...and discovers her own fate is entwined 
with that of Clewer Hall’s.
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9 hours 30 minutes
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Jemma Wallace
The Truth About My Mother
When a near fatal fall sends 89-year-old Jeannette to live with her 
granddaughter Amy, she finds herself revisiting a past that’s been hidden 
for too many years. Amy, however, has always been good at keeping 
secrets. When ex-partner Nick shows up, she’s forced to admit that some 
things just can’t stay hidden forever. Judith is starting from scratch –
again. Amy’s mother has been seeking happiness in all the wrong places. 
She might just find it a lot closer to home than she ever believed she 
would...As Jeannette’s 90th birthday party approaches, all three women 
discover they have more in common than they first thought, and the 
secrets from the past may be the key to unlocking the future.
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Read by Carolyn Bonnyman

11 hours

GENERAL FICTION

Andrew Wilson
I Saw Him Die
Who saw him die? I, said the fly, with my little eye. I saw him die. 
An astonishingly beautiful setting on the island of Skye. A gathering of 
fascinating guests at a hunting lodge set to enjoy abundant hospitality. 
And a double murder. A household in chaos...No one is allowed to leave. 
A tantalising new case for Agatha Christie to solve.
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Read by Joan Walker

10 hours 40 minutes

HISTORICAL MYSTERY
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Andrew Wilson on Agatha Christie…  
Andrew Wilson is a journalist and author. I Saw Him Die is the fourth instalment in his Agatha Christie 
Mystery series

Is there a book or author that has inspired you most?       
Yes — Agatha Christie’s The Murder of Roger Ackroyd…I was twelve when I read it…and I was astounded by 
the ending. It is a book that has influenced so many crime writers through the decades and it’s no surprise it’s 
often said to be the best crime novel of the 20th century.

What is it about Agatha Christie and her novels that still fascinate modern audiences?  
She writes in a very simple style, she’s so brilliantly readable, and she is a  genius at plotting. She is the mistress 
of misdirection, hiding clues in plain sight. And her work is a mix of the cruel and the cozy, which is such 
an alluring blend.  

How difficult is it to blend history with fiction and write about a real person? 
It is a challenge, but one I enjoy. With A Talent for Murder I had the facts of the case laid out in front of me and these I couldn’t change...Then into 
the blank space of what I didn’t know I injected a crime story to explain Agatha’s disappearance. Each of the books in the series is set in a place where 
Agatha visited, at a time when she was there. So there’s a certain authenticity to the background of the story. 

Did you discover any fun facts you didn’t know previously whilst researching? 
There are so many unexpected facets to her character. She was one of the first Western women to surf…During her visits to the Middle East with her 
second husband, Max Mallowan, she worked on the digs, often taking wonderful photographs of the objects dug up from the sands and cleaning the 
artefacts with her cold cream. And when she married Max, in 1930, both of them lied on their marriage certificates — she was 14 years older than him 
and they lied about their ages to reduce the age gap.

How important is it that the series is available in audio as well as traditional formats? 
It’s so important. Because the books are written in the first person from Christie’s point of view, you can imagine you are listening to Agatha herself 
telling you the story. Also, it’s important to remember that Christie’s The Murder of Roger Ackroyd was one of the first British audiobooks to be released 
when it was recorded as a talking book for the blind back in 1935.

“Joan Walker is perfect for the voice of Agatha. She brings a sensitivity of tone to the role, 
and also an elegance. Her voice is soothing and so beautiful to listen to.”

©
 M

arcus Field
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Read by Max Dowler

6 hours

Lindsay Galvin 
Darwin’s Dragons
Syms Covington has landed the job of a lifetime – cabin boy and fiddler 
on Charles Darwin’s Beagle. But when he is separated from the crew 
during a storm, his life takes a truly extraordinary turn. Shipwrecked on 
a Galapagos island, he makes a discovery that could change the world 
– and make his fortune. But should he 
share his find, or will it lead to the 
extinction of a legendary species? There’s 
one person who could help, but he’s busy 
writing a book...

Tom Nicoll
Level Up: Beast Battles
The Level Up Series

Flo and Max are stuck in the hugely popular Critter Clash, where teams of 
creatures battle to become champions in epic arenas. The two need their 
own players that they can coach to victory, 
but the game is about to start – and their 
options are limited. Will they be able to 
find a team powerful enough to defeat an 
impressive range of opponents and send 
the friends back to the real world?

Nicholas Bowling
In the Shadow of Heroes
Fourteen-year-old Cadmus has been scholar Tullus’s slave since he was a 
baby – his master is the only family he knows. But when Tullus disappears 
and a taciturn slave called Tog – formerly a British princess – arrives with 
a secret message, Cadmus’s life is turned upside down. The pair follow 
a trail that leads to Emperor Nero himself, 
and his crazed determination to possess 
the Golden Fleece of Greek mythology. This 
madcap quest will push Cadmus to the 
edge of the Roman Empire – and reveal 
unexpected truths about his past...

Alex Sparrow and the 
Zumbie Apocalypse
Jennifer Killick
The Alex Sparrow Series

The Zumbies are on the rampage – members of the Cherry Tree Lane 
Zumba class are apparently dying and then 
mysteriously coming back to life! Alex, Jess 
and Dave have to put a stop to it before 
Alex’s mum and nan join the living Zumba 
dead, or there’ll be no family Christmas…

Nicola Penfold
Where the World Turns Wild
Animals, trees, flowers, our city forbids them all...Juniper Green lives in a 
walled city from which nature has been banished, following the outbreak 
of a deadly man-made disease many years earlier. While most people 
seem content to live in such a cage, she and her little brother Bear have 
always known about their resistance to 
the disease, and dream of escaping into 
the wild. To the one place humans have 
survived outside of cities. To where their 
mother is. When scientists discover that 
the siblings provide the key to fighting the 
disease, the pair must flee for their lives.

Jeff Norton
Dino Knights: Invasion
Imagine medieval times where the dinosaurs never went extinct. Henry 
Fairchild, the lowly stable boy turned dinosaur-riding knight, is now a full 
member of the Dino Knights team. When masked marauders invade Ellie’s 
home village, stealing away all of the adults, Henry defies orders to lead 
a daring group to investigate. Henry, Ellie, 
and her cousin Caden make the dangerous 
trek up into the mountains, where they 
soon discover the next target. But who is 
behind such dastardly attacks?
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Ali Sparkes
Night Forever
The Night Speakers Series

Every night without fail, at 1.34 a.m, Elena, Matt, and Tima wake up. 
Except, something’s changed. The beam that gave them the ability to 
communicate telepathically with animals 
has started to come through early. And 
that’s because the Earth is slowing down. 
Do Elena, Matt, and Tima have the power 
to get the Earth back on track?

Tom Nicoll
Level Up: Last One Standing
The Level Up Series

Videogame-obsessed Flo and her best friend Max get more than 
they bargained for when they find themselves INSIDE their favourite 
games! Crammed in a plane flying over 
the dramatic landscape of Last to Leave, 
Flo and Max get a shock as they are 
suddenly parachuted out. The game has 
begun! As they navigate challenging terrain 
they come face to face with an old enemy. 
Can they complete the game and get 
back home?

Claire Barker
Picklewitch and Jack and the 
Sea Wizard’s Secret
The Picklewitch and Jack Series

Jack is very excited when he learns that this year’s school trip is a visit 
to the seaside to hunt for fossils. And even 
better – there’s going to be a prize for the 
best find, which he is desperate to win! 
Unfortunately, his best friend Picklewitch is 
not impressed, until she discovers the local 
Sea Wizard, whose secret lair is hiding the 
biggest treasure of all...

Anna Wilson
Vlad the World’s Worst Vampire
Vlad The World’s Worst Vampire Series

Vlad finally has his Bat Licence, but his mother now wants him to have 
super-strength – or it’s off to the Black Tower with him! If only he 
could show her how funny he is in the 
school play with Minxie. But he has to 
keep his human friends a secret from 
his parents, and being a vampire secret 
from the humans. Then, when he suddenly 
turns into a bat at school, all his secrets 
are revealed...

Eloise Williams 
Wilde
Being different can be dangerous. Wilde is afraid strange things are 
happening around her. Are the birds following her? Is she flying in her 
sleep? Moving to live with her aunt seems to make it all worse. Wilde is 
desperate to fit in at her new school, but things keep getting stranger. 
In a fierce heatwave, during rehearsals 
for a school play telling the old local 
legend of a witch called Winter, ‘The Witch’ 
starts leaving pupils frightening letters 
cursing them. Can Wilde find out what’s 
happening before everyone blames her? 
Or will she always be the outcast?

Jasbinder Bilan
Tamarind & the Star of Ishta
Tamarind never knew her Indian mum, Chinty, who died soon after she 
was born. So when she arrives at her ancestral home, a huge mansion 
in the Himalayas surrounded by luxuriant gardens, she’s full of questions 
for her extended family. But instead of answers, she finds an ominous 
silence – and a trickle of intriguing clues: 
an abandoned hut, a friendly monkey, a 
glowing star ring, and a strange girl in 
the garden who calls herself Ishta. Slowly, 
Tamarind unravels a mystery at the heart 
of who she is...
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Mick Herron
Before his recent success with the Slough House series, 
Mick Herron had written a number of novels with links 
to Oxford. Collected here, with new recordings, they’re 
a great option for fans of his latest novels. 

The Last Voice You Hear
When Caroline Daniels takes a deadly fall in front of a train and her lover 
fails to turn up at the funeral, Zoë Boehm wants nothing to do with the 
case. But Caroline’s boss is persistent, and as Zoë attempts to unlock the 
secrets of a woman she’s never met while in search of a man who could 
be anywhere, she starts to wonder if he’s found her first. And if he has, 
will that make her the next victim?

Smoke and Whispers
When a body is hauled from the River Tyne, Sarah Tucker heads to 
Newcastle for a closer look. She identifies the dead woman as private 
detective Zoë Boehm, but putting a name to the corpse only raises 
further questions. Did Zoë kill herself, or did one of her old cases 
come back to haunt her? Coincidence is an excuse that soon appears 
pretty unconvincing. Sarah can’t leave until 
she’s found the answers to her questions, 
however dangerous they might turn out 
to be.

Down Cemetery Road
When a house explodes in a quiet Oxford suburb and a young girl 
disappears in the aftermath, Sarah Tucker becomes obsessed with finding 
her. Accustomed to dull chores in a childless household and hosting her 
husband’s wearisome business clients for dinner, Sarah suddenly finds 
herself questioning everything she thought she knew, as her investigation 
reveals that people long believed dead are 
still among the living, while the living are 
fast joining the dead. 

Why We Die
When Zoë Boehm agrees to track down the gang who knocked over 
Sweeney’s jewellery shop, she certainly doesn’t expect to wind up in a 
coffin. But she’s about to become entangled with a strange collection of 
characters, starting with suicidal Tim Whitby, who’s dedicating what’s left 
of his life to protecting Katrina Blake from her late husband’s brothers, 
Arkle and Trent. Unfortunately for Zoë, 
Arkle has a crossbow, Tim has nothing left 
to lose, and even Katrina has her secrets. 

Reconstruction     
When a young man breaks into South Oxford Nursery School with a gun, 
and takes a group of hostages, teacher Louise Kennedy is fearful. But 
Jaime Segura isn’t there on a homicidal mission. Bad Sam Chapman – 
head of the intelligence service’s internal security force, the Dogs – tries 
to find out what Jaime is after. But the only person Jaime will talk to is 
Ben Whistler, an MI6 colleague of Jaime’s 
lover, Miro – who has gone missing with a 
quarter of a billion pounds...
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